SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 06 MARCH 2005

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, on packet bulletin boards and on Echolink from Chris, ZS6FCS.

OBITUARY

It is with regret that we announce the passing away of the father af Councillor Dennis Green, ZS6BS, during the past week due to heart problems which developed after he underwent a succesful operation for another problem.  Our sincerest sympathies to Dennis and all their relatives and friends.

(PAUSE)

In the news today.

RADIO TECHNOLOGY IN ACTION OPEN DAY

FREQUENCY CHANGE FOR AMATEUR RADIO MIRROR INTERNATIONAL

SARL IARU FUND: MORE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

WANT TO BUILD A MIXER/CONTROLLER?

SPECIAL EVENT STATION ZS100RI

Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items.

Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

SARL NEWS depends on clubs and individuals for news of interest to radio amateurs.  Please place your news items on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday pre-ceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English, but, please check any dates and telephone numbers before submitting your news item, the editer has found some grave mistakes in the past.

You are listening to ZS6SRL and the news follows in detail.

RADIO TECHNOLOGY IN ACTION OPEN DAY

The South African Radio League will be holding its annual Radio Technology in Action open day on Saturday 20 August 2005 at the National Amateur Radio Centre in Roodepoort.  Proposals for papers are now called for.  The main themes of the forums are:  Technology, Home Construction and Operational Activity

Proposals for papers should be written in Microsoft Word and should not exceed 500 words.  Mail proposals to rta@sarl.org.za before 15 April 2005.

The day will feature displays, demonstrations and a flea market.  Clubs and special interest groups are invited to book stands to promote their club and activities.  Send an email to rta@sarl.org for more information.

FREQUENCY CHANGE FOR AMATEUR RADIO MIRROR INTERNATIONAL

From today, 6 March 2005, there will be in change in one of the frequencies for Amateur Radio Mirror International.  The 9 750 kHz transmission will be replaced by a transmission on 7 205 kHz in the 41 metreband.  The 17 700 kHz frequency will remain for stations in the rest of Africa.  On Mondays there will be a repeat transmission at 21:00 UTC on 3 215 kHz.

Reception reports on the 7 205 transmissions are urgently requested.  Send reports by email to armi@sarl.org.za, by fax to 012 991 5651 or by mail to P O Box 90438, Garsfontein 0042.

SARL IARU FUND: MORE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This week the SARL IARU Fund, administered by the South African Amateur Radio Development Trust, has increased by R450 to R3226.  Thanks to Chris Gryffenberg, ZS6COG, for his contribution.  We also acknowledge a R250 contribution from the Midland Amateur Radio Club.  The target is R13 000 which has to be reached by May when the SARL subscription to the IARU is due.  Please make your contribution and help to keep the SARL and South Africa Internationally represented.  After making a donation please send a copy of the deposit slip to 012 991 5651 by fax, to saardt@intekom.co.za by email or to PO Box 90438 Garsfontein 0042 by mail.  The account number for contributions is ABSA 560 142 722, Menlyn Park, branch code 335 645.  Cheques should be made payable to the SA Amateur Radio Development Trust.  Full details can be found on www.amateurradio.co.za.

WANT TO BUILD A MIXER/CONTROLLER?

The winning entry in the 2004 SA Amateur Radio Trust construction competition can now be downloaded from the Trust's website at www.amateurradio.org.za.  Louis de Bruin, ZS5LP, won the competition.  The competition was for the design and construction of an audio mixer/controller capable of connecting several transceivers, audio devices and telephone lines together for net and relay purposes.  The prototype unit was donated to the SARL to facilitate on-the-air activities such as the President's net and other events.  The full description, design criteria and circuit diagram can be downloaded from the Trust's web.  The files are in word format and approximately 7 Mb in size.  If the file is too large to download, a hard copy can be ordered by sending a self addressed stamped envelope and a small donation to cover printing costs from the Trust.  Write to P O Box 90438, Garsfontein 0042.

The 2005 project is a low power two-band HF CW transceiver for 20 and 40 metres, fully tuneable with an output of at least 10 watt.  The design must use locally available components and in kit form must not cost more than R500 excluding the cabinet.

Entries are invited in two stages.  First stage is a paper design, which must include full specs and a detailed write-up.  Entries for the first stage must be received by the Trust before 31 March 2005.  Entries my be mailed to P O Box 90438 Garsfontein 0043 or sent by email to saardt@intekom.co.za

Three entries will be selected which will each receive R1000 for stage two.

Stage two is the building of a proto-type, which must be complete in a cabinet with construction details, circuit diagrams and operating instructions.  The completed unit with all its paperwork must be received by 31 May 2005.

The winner of stage 2 will receive an Icom IC-V8 hand-held transceiver sponsored by Multiscource and the two runners up the 2005 ARRL Handbook.  More details can be found on www.amateurradio.org.za

SPECIAL EVENT STATION ZS100RI

The Rotary Club of Midrand will be operating a special event station from the Olivenhout Bosch community centre where Midrand Rotary has been running a community project known as Thusanang.  They will be broadcasting as ZS100RI from Olievenhout Bosch Community Centre from the 12th March 2005 to the 28th February 2006 in celebration of 100 years of Rotary.

The Station will be officially opened by The Honorable Glen Estes, President of Rotary International.  There will be an open day on that day and all are welcome.

The station will be operated by Craig Bergsteedt, ZS6CKB, Andre Gouws, ZR6GFA, and Leroyd Bergsteedt, ZS6ROY.

The Station is run under the auspices of Rotary international and all proceeds will be used for community based projects identified by Rotary International.

We would also like to know whether there are any radio operators who would be interested to participate in this project.  They can contact Craig, ZS6CKB, on 082 858 0172 or Andre, ZR6GFA, Past President of Midrand Rotary on 082 559 0093 of Mike Downie President of Midrand Rotary on 083 413 0173.

SARL VHF/UHF CONTEST

The first leg of the SARL VHF/UHF Contest will be on the air from 18:00 CAT on Friday 11 to 12:00 CAT on Sunday 13 March.  The rules can be found on the SARL Website at www.sarl.org.za.

Please address any queries to Derek, ZS5Y, the VHF Contest Manager, at derek.gravett@siemens.com.

The contest takes place a week earlier, because of the Human Rights Day long weekend. 

The Sandton Amateur Radio Club will be taking part in the contest from a field station in Observatory.  Radio amateurs are invited to please call in on 145,500 MHz simplex.

PEARS NATIONAL VHF/UHF CONTEST: FINAL CALL FOR LOGS

This is a final call for submission of logs for the annual PEARS National VHF/UHF Contest.  Closing date for logs is 31 March.  To date a total of 58 logs have been received, comprising 23 2 m logs, 18 6 m logs, 9 on 70 cm and 8 on 4 m.  To date no 23 cm logs have been received.  Logs can be sent by email to zr2dx@mweb.co.za.

EASTERN TO SOUTHERN CAPE LINK OPERATIONAL 

The link from the Eastern and Southern Cape is through to Cape Town again.  David, ZR1DJP, stated that he has managed to install the new crystals as received from Dave Perry, ZS1SG, in the link at Riversdale towards Jonaskop, and all is well at the site again.  Traffic is once again through to the Mother City.  There have been some changes at the far end in the interim too, where Dave, ZS1SG, has installed two repeaters at one site, operating off one antenna.  This was achieved by some clever splitting and combining using cavity filters and receiver splitter amplifiers.  The Cape Town end of the link now runs on 145,775 MHz, and is resident at Kanonkop along with the famous 145,750 MHz general use repeater covering the Peninsula.  Our thanks to Dave, ZR1DJP, Dave, ZS1SG, and the relevant clubs and repeater working groups.

While the Cape Town end is reconnected after a long absence, the Grahamstown to East London link was removed for repair on Monday the 28th Feb, after it was found to have both an intermittent receiver and transmitter fault.  Once this is attended to by Chris, ZS2AAW,, the whole network will again be back in operation.

Next steps are the addition of a fill-in repeater to cover the town of Knysna, and a long-awaited Kareedouw VHF repeater to complete the coastal coverage from Umtata to Cape Town.  The additions are due later this month, or early April.

LIBERTY LIFE - RIDE FOR SIGHT - CYCLE RACE 2005

The Liberty Life Ride for Sight Cycle Race took place on Sunday 27 February 2005.  A total of 7100 cyclists participated with roughly 10 000 spectators making this race a major event for amateur radio to be a part of.

A special word of thanks is extended to the Alberton Amateur Radio Club for inviting the East Rand Radio Club to be a part of this event.

The East Rand Club wishes to thank their members:
Harry Harris - ZR6FWH;
Martin Harris - ZR6HFC;
Nico Smit - ZR6SNH;
Elize van Wyk & her daughter Lezelle - ZR6EMH;
Jopie van Lill - ZR6JVL;
Andre van Tonder - ZS6HE;
Johanna Harris;
Michelle Harris - ZR6ZZZ;
Chris Gryffenberg - ZS6COG.

PROPAGATION CONDITIONS

Kobus, ZS6KOB, will be away for a few weeks so we went to the ARRL's web to see what their expert has to say.  Tad "Sunny" Cook, K7RA, Seattle, Washington, reported:  This week saw a quiet sun, which will be a frequent observation over the next few years.  The average daily sunspot number was down nearly 31 points to 14.9, and average daily solar flux was off 21 points to 76.3.  Planetary geomagnetic activity was down just slightly, and mid-latitude activity was just about the same as the previous reporting week.

Over the next week expect a rising sunspot count and solar flux, with flux values peaking above 100 around March 11-14.  March 6-9 could see some unsettled to active geomagnetic conditions based on activity during the previous solar rotation.

DIARY OF EVENTS

12 March - Starting date for ZS100RI special event station;
31 March- closing date for final papers for AMSATCOM 2005; and closing date for part 1 of the 2005 Construction Competition;
08 April - SARL Awards Dinner;
09 April - SARL AGM;
14 May - AMSATCON2005.
31 May - closing date for part 2 of the 2005 Construction Competition

The SARL invites you to listen on Sundays at 10:00 to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 700, 7 205, and 7 082 kHz and many 2 m repeaters in different areas.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz.

Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI.

This then brings us to the end of today's bulletin, which was compiled by George, ZS6NE, and read by ........from......... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX